Treaties and their Makers
" For her, neither visits nor parties at tea, Nor the long-winded cant of a dull refugee. This night and the next shall be hers, shall be mine, To good or ill fortune the third we design,"
In the October of 1696, Prior was on his way back to England, bringing with him the articles of the Ryswick treaty; he received two hundred guineas for his share in the business. Immediately afterwards, under the Earl Portland, the ambassador to France, he was occupied with the secret negotiations for the first Partition Treaty. That transaction formed the earliest step on the part of William III. and Louis XIV. towards deliberating on the peaceful distribution of the King of Spain's world-wide possessions among his legitimate heirs. At the end of the seventeenth century the health of Charles II. of Spain was failing. To devise such an apportionment of the childless Spanish sovereign's possessions among their respective claimants as would preserve the balance of power and avert the chance of war, became the cardinal object of English diplomacy.
William III. and Louis XIV. were agreed in wishing to settle the Spanish succession without consulting the King of Spain himself or the Emperor Leopold. Eventually England, France and Holland came to an arrangement by which the Electoral Prince of Bavaria, grand-nephew of Charles, should succeed to the Indies, to Spain, and to the Netherlands, then a Spanish state distinct from Holland. The Imperial family was to be bought off with the Milanese ; the Dauphin was to get the two Sicilies. While, however, these negotiations were going forward, in 1698, the Bavarian prince died. In 1700, therefore, England, France,
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